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Did you feel that? The universe
just grew.

OSU prof says it's 15 percent bigger

By Sara Smith

The notion that our universe is expanding is old ha
But one day recently, it grew 15 percent in ananst
a development for which an Ohio State University
professor is partly responsible.

"The universe is still basically as it was," sai§Ds
Professor Krzysztof Stanek, one of the astronomers| e viger s oer man orgmany Universe 2006, Purto Rico’s Zuleyka

thought. Rivera.
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finding. "It's just 15 percent bigger and older. . Larsrosie
tance between stars using a so-called dis- answer.
" . . . . " . " tance-ladder modelfroEach step on the lag; a“limlﬁ( is ne]w xl\(eyvs to tl\‘.:ss’l: waanlsaid. “Td
It is quite interesting," he said. "The 15-percent e G s VoMo ok by

discrepancy caused .a bit of a stir."

Stanek and the rest of his team, led by AlcesteaBos at Washington, D.C.'s Carnegie
Institution, caused their stir after measuringdigance to the Triangulurn Galaxy.

The far-flung galaxy's distance from Earth had besoulated at 2.6 million light years. But a
new measurement by Stanek and his colleagues deégtibhwas 3 million light years away.

Meaning, after some serious calculations, the entimiverse could be 15 percent bigger and
older than originally thought.

How could this happen? Stanek said it's all aboitifference between a series of
calculations—which can magnify small errors—andraad measurement.

Astronomers usually measure the distance betwees $$ing a so-called distance-ladder model.
Each step on the ladder is the distance from @rdstanother. Once those distances are known,

formulas are used to determine the size and agee@ntire universe.

Stanek and his colleagues bypassed the ladderatedpsent straight for a direct measurement
of the distance between our galaxy, the Milky Wayd the Triangulum Galaxy.

When the scholars came up with their new, biggenber, the implications dawned on them.

"If this galaxy is 15 percent farther than we thbygStanek said, "that could be the case for all
the other galaxies."

And just like that—bang—the universe grew by 15cpet.

Stanek said his group's finding.means little fdkddoping to see intergalactic travel in their
lifetime. It's true that a galaxy far, far awaytjgst even farther away, but he said it's not worth
worrying about.

"We can't even get to Mars," Stanek said. "Intexgiad travel isn't possible in our lifetime. This
doesn't change that."
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What it clearly does change, however, is the sodplee duties assumed by Miss Universe 2006,
Puerto Rico's Zuleyka Rivera.

Asked how the dramatic increase in the size of Miswerse's domain would affect her reign,

pageant spokeswoman Esther Swan said she dide'tatadd the question and therefore was
hesitant to answer.

"This is new news to us," Swan said. "I'd realkelio look into this before | comment."
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