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Library waffles on kitchen 
By Sara Smith  

The kitchen in the play area of the Center for 
Discovery at the Downtown branch of the 
Columbus Metropolitan Library is a hot spot 
for the 4-feet-and-under crowd. 

The children's section also has other 
attractions, such as a Reading Tree and art 
work tables, but the kitchen—with its plastic food, plates and cutlery—is the undisputed favorite. 

That's why it was surprising when library staffers removed the kitchen earlier this summer and 
erected an educational' puppet theater in its place. 

"All play is good," said Martha Lund, the manager for the Center for Discovery, "but we're 
trying to incorporate that literacy base. That kind of got lost a little bit." 

"The whole goal of that area is to give people a place to work with the child and read to them," 
Lund said. "When we have too much out there, it just really becomes a mess." 

But over the weekend, the mess made a comeback. 

A public outcry to reinstate the kitchen was answered, and Saturday it was put back in its place. 
A zen-like balance of learning and play has been restored. 

"We've had a lot of complaints about the kitchen being gone," Lund said. 

Other non-literacy-based toys, such as a train table, easel and dollhouse, remained in the area 
after the kitchen was removed, but they didn't hold the same appeal. No, only the kitchen would 
do. 

"We have the kitchen back in," Lund said. "The kids are glad it's back." 
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