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Tricycle built for three

Pedi-cabs appear in the Short North, and they're free
(for the time being)

By Sara Smith

Riding around near the North Market at
lunchtime, your back is straight and stiff in the
two-seater cart. Your driver takes a corner fast,
nearly running over the toes of a curious
bystander.

Once you finally stop noticing the stares from the
sidewalk, it dawns on you: Where was this
contraption last Saturday when you hoofed it in ¢-
inch heels from the Short North to the Arena
District?

The city's Downtown cluster of trendy nightlife,
the lack of taxis and this season's high-heeled
sandals all spell brisk business for Columbus's
first bicycle taxi operation.

s training three additional female

from place to place is another time,

Just don't call it a rickshaw.

"The drivers get pissed when you call it a
rickshaw. It's a pedi-cab," said Michael Dussel,
owner of the

However, one factor that could help
people get used to the idea is that it doesn’t
cost anything.

“It's about introducing people to the
concept right now,” said Dussel. “It’s not
about making money at all.”

That's why pedi-cab drivers are giving
free rides along their High Street route from
Fifth Avenue to Gay Street. Of course, tip-
ping is always considerate if you've just had
a big meal and there’s a hill between where

drivers.

“I want people to know it’s OK for two
guys to ride in a pedi-cab with a male dri-
ver,” he said. “But I think they like the nov-
elty of being carted around by a woman.”

Dussel said he wants locals to be com-
fortable with the cabs, but he never wants
to see the novelty wear off completely.

“If it's not far enough to hail a regular
cab, but too far to walk,” he said, “that’s
when you take a pedi-cab.”

Columbus Pedal Cab Co. "But it is an eye-catcher.
People get excited when they see them."

Drawing their interest is one thing. Getting theomdortable with the unfamiliar dynamics of
transportation that requires someone else's leglesio haul you from place to place is
another.

However, one factor that could help people get tigdbe idea is that it doesn't cost anything.

"It's about introducing people to the concept rigiiv,” said Dussel. "It's not about making
money at all.”

That's why pedi-cab drivers are giving free ridesg their High Street route from Fifth Avenue
to Gay Street. Of course, tipping is always consitieif you've just had a big meal and there's a
hill between where

you get picked up and your destination. "You tipatgver you think is fair," Dussel said.

Dussel started running the fleet of three pedi-aabsug. 1. On weekends, the drivers transport
inebriated twosomes from one watering hole to & and give folks on the street something to
talk about. On weekdays, it's an interesting wagebfrom a Downtown office to a Short North
lunch spot, and you never have to worry about fegdi meter.
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Katie Rask drove her first route Saturday night Shid reactions to her pedaling through the
Short North ran the gamut from pointing and laugtim groups of people arguing about who got
to ride to the next bar and who had to walk.

"I hustled up business by talking to people ondtineet,” Rask said. "People seemed excited to
try it."

Dussel said the female peddlers make better tigsanvince more people to hop in for rides
than their male counterparts. He said guys uswally't ride with a male driver unless they're a
few beers in, but he hopes that will change, hitleantime, he's training three additional female
drivers.

"l want people to know it's OK for two guys to ridea pedi-cab with a male driver," he said.
"But I think they like the novelty of being cartadound by a woman." Dussel said he wants
locals to be comfortable with the cabs, but he nexants to see the novelty wear off
completely.

"If it's not far enough to hail a regular cab, taa far to walk," he said, "that's when you take a
pedi-cab."
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