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Relax, it was just a flyover 
In Ohio, your employer can stop you from smoking, even off the 
clock.  

In 30 other states, you could fight it.  

By Sara Smith  

Looking up into the clear, blue skies above Columbus Friday 
afternoon, you may have noticed three Army UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters flying ominously low and slow over the 
city. Traffic and construction on Summit Street in Italian 
Village came to a halt as people wondered if the city was 
under attack. 

By now it's clear that the city wasn't under siege from 
terrorists or being invaded by Martians. It was part of an 
induction ceremony for the Ohio Military Hall of Fame at the 
Statehouse. 

In the wake of Sept. 11, mysterious flyovers are just no fun 
anymore. 

Twenty-one Ohio natives were honored for valor in combat at 
the Ohio Military Hall of Fame's seventh annual induction 
ceremony on the Statehouse lawn. Organizers of Friday's 
event were especially happy that they where able to borrow 
some helicopters from the Ohio National Guard. 

"This was our first year with a flyover," said board member 
Charlie Coulter. "We tried to get a jet, but unfortunately they 
were deployed in other places." 

Coulter said he never thought about what people's reactions 
would be to the helicopters flying over the city at noon. 

"Yeah, people are paranoid; there's no doubt," Coulter said. "I 
don't worry about it. I got hit in Vietnam, so I figure, if I go, I 
go." 

James Sims, a spokesman for the Ohio National Guard, said 
his office occasionally gets calls about its helicopters. 

"Our office has received a number of calls about aircraft," 
Sims said. "They make a lot of noise, especially three of them. 
I can understand why people are a little nervous." 
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Coulter said that the Black Hawks flown on Friday aren't nearly as frightening as the machines 
he saw in action. 

"It ain't no Huey," Coulter said. "If that had been a Cobra, like we had back in Vietnam, yeah, 
you should have been worried." 
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